CHANGE MAKERS

RISE UP

PART ONE: WHAT IS PERSECUTION?
WHAT IS PERSECUTION?
A situation where people are persistently and
systematically inflicted with grave or serious suffering or
harm and deprived of (or significantly threatened with
deprival of) their basic human rights because of a
difference (race, religion, nationality, political opinion,
membership of a particular social group) that the
persecutor will not tolerate.
Christians have always experienced persecution. The New
Testament is has many references to persecution and how
we as a church should stand with and for those who are
suffering because they know Jesus Christ. But what is
persecution? Who is being persecuted today and what
should you and I do about it?
Some examples e.g.:
Religious nationalism (to be Indian is to be Hindu)
Islamic extremism: state persecution, communal violence
and terrorist attack.
Totalitarian insecurity
Secular intolerance

To see the toughest countries in which to be a Christian:
Look at the map provided.

WATCH A VIDEO: Bruised not broken or Hear the
story Sri Lanka on releasepotential.org

BUT NOT CRUSHED
John works in Muslim communities in Egypt sharing the love of
Jesus to anyone he encounters. ‘Before revolution I tried for 7 years
to give someone, anyone, a Bible. But no one would accept such a
gift. No one wanted to know about Jesus. After revolution life is
much more dangerous for Christians, life in Egypt is hard and we
have no protection. But in one month alone seven Muslims have
given their hearts and lives to Jesus.

RISE UP TAKE ACTION
Think about what you could be doing to share the love
and grace of Jesus with others. Are there circumstances or
issues that put you off taking action? Pray for wisdom and
courage to overcome them so that they don’t overcome
you and prevent you from partnering with God in
furthering His kingdom.

PART TWO: RISE UP PRAY
PERPLEXED….
Suffering always seems to bring questions. Why me and
not them? Why does God allow this? What should I do?
What can I do?
Costly discipleship is complicated and messy. How do
you balance of grace and judgement, forgiveness and
justice, protection of oneself and compassion towards
one’s enemies?

BUT NOT ABANDONED.
We, the church, are described as being one family. One
family that spans continents and millennia. When
someone in our family is hurting our Father looks to His
children to share his heart to comfort and reassure
them that they are not alone, that they will never be
abandoned. When we stand with the persecuted, pray
for them, write to them, campaign on their behalf, we
become the answer to the prayer…”My God where are
you?”
Watch the Hibila video at releasepotential.org

Almighty God, who has taught us through your Son
Jesus Christ that those who follow Him may be
persecuted; strengthen, comfort and encourage all those
who suffer harassment, violence, imprisonment and
even death for being followers of Jesus. We pray for
those who persecute your people; may their hearts be
turned towards you through the faithful witness of
those they persecute. Protect members of the families
and church communities of those who are persecuted
and bless the work and ministry of Release
International and its partners as they support those who
are suffering and seek to be a voice for persecuted
Christians. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

RISE UP AND TAKE ACTION
Go to www.releasepotential.org/encourage/ for the
latest list of prisoners and partners who would really
appreciate hearing from you. Write them a card of
encouragement and commit to praying for them.

